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LOVE YOUR PARKS MUMBAI love your parks mumbai

Eight years of free events, songs and campaigns for open, free and
welcoming parks in Mumbai.




our story

Love Your Parks Mumbai began in
November 2018, when two mothers in
Bandra wanted better parks for Gheir
children and for every Mumbaikar.

Their first idea was a community choir. Its two free
concerts, at Patwardhan Park and Joggers' Park,
started a conversation about who our parks are for.

More than 250 free events have followed, from
sunrise yoga Go festivals on The Steps, with
musicians, naturalists, Geachers and neighbours.
Alongside the events, LYPMumbai speaks up for open
spaces: it gave inputs to the BMC's open spaces
policy in 2019 and now campaigns for parks to stay
open from5am o 11 pm.

LYPMumbai believes that citizens taking part in the
creation, activation and care of public open spaces is
the backbone of a healGhy society and democracy. I
is led by Anca Florescu Abraham, worls with Ghe
MCGM, and is a sister of Bombay Greenway and The
Steps, Bandra.

LYPMumbai 2018-2026

“One day every Mumbaikar will
have access to abundant,
welcoming and user-friendly
public open spaces.”

our purpose



mumbai's parks
In numbers

250+ 1Im?

free events in Mumbai's parks and open of public open space per Mumbaikar.

spaces since November 2018. Healthy cities give around 10.

BMC park hours, 6 am 6o 10 pm, Ehe hours we now aslk for: every park,

announced after citizens' inputs in 2019. garden and promenade open 5am 5o 11
pm.

Festival at The Steps, Bandra, 19 stories in the press since 2019, from The

December 2026 - 6 February 2027. Hindu Go Free Press Journal.
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Anca Florescu Abraham

founder, LYPMumbai

Anca leads LYPMumbai and The Steps, Bandra
programme. A landscape and interior
designer, she is co-principal at Abraham John
Architects and co-founded Bombay Greenway
in 2013. Originally from Romania, she has
made Mumbai her home since 2005, and
believes in placemaking: small, practical
steps, Gaken with the community, that make
parks better for every Mumbaikar.

MCGM / BMC Bombay Greenway

ward offices and the Garden

department

bombaygreenway.org

Alan Abraham

architect, co-founder of Bombay Greenway

Alan is co-principal of Abraham John
Architects and leads design and research at
Bombay Greenway: urban proposals for a city
for people, where open spaces, connectivity
and other ways of getting around make
communities thrive. He sparks dialogue on
accessible open spaces, walking and cycling,
and the small design decisions that keep
Mumbai liveable.

The Steps, Bandra

stepsculturalfoundation.org



2018-2026
ab a glance

2018 @ November: the LYPMumbai Chorus starts rehearsing at HaikuJam, Bandra
@ December: first #SingForYourParks concerts at Patwardhan Parl and Joggers' Park, Bandra
\Wesbt
2019 e Stories Under the Tree, Kaifi Azmi Park, Juhu - Republic Day at MuktGananda Park, Santacruz

@ Yoga in Ghe park, Enjoy-a-ball and a bootcamp with Mumbai Juniorthon at Patwardhan Parlk
- Lil'Yogis and an EasGer scavenger hunt at Joggers' Park

e Storytelling and Kangatraining at Rajesh Khanna Garden, Khar - Birds of Mumbai at
Maharashtra NatGure Park, Mahim

e Community meets at Pushpa Narsee Park, Juhu - Learn from Dream Grove, D'MonGe Road,
Bandra

@ OpenDoor Fest and petangue with Alliance Frangaise at Mahim Beach - Coastal Life
exhibition on Earth Day, Worli Promenade

@ InGernational Yoga Day and meditation, Katrak Parl¢ - Diwali storytelling, St. Paul's Garden -
Read Aloud Project, Kaifi Azmi Park

@ August: Shape Ghe Future of Your Open Spaces, our campaign for the BMC's new open
spaces policy
@ November: LYPMumbai spealks at Placemaler \Week ASEAN, Kuala Lumpur

® December: Sing For Your Parks aG St. Stephen's Steps and Pushpa Narsee Park - Ghe first
Festival at The Steps

2020 @ Republic Day and SpringFest at St. Stephen's Steps - KangaTrail at Sanjay Gandhi National
Park

#\WheresMyFootpath - our story in The City at Eye Level Asia
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2021_ @ Love Your Parls Days: free events in parks across Mumbai on the last Saturday of Ghe month
2022 @ November 2021: Love Your Parks Association is registered as a not-for-profit company

@ Festival at The Steps returns every December—February

2023 @ Anca picks eight parks o breathe in, for Paper Planes
2025 e 3 June: World Cycle Day ride with the Bicycle Mayor of Mumbai, ending at St. Stephen's
steps
e \With Bombay Greenway, Ghe petition to keep parks, gardens and promenades open5am - 11
pm
2026 e February: Re-imagine Your Ciby, an art compesition for young city-makers, part of The
Everyday Ciby

® March: Sing For Your Parks returns: 15 March at Pushpa Narsee Park, 22 March at Joggers'
Park

@ 1March: Love Your Parks Days community meet in Ghree places, including a Holi ediGion with
Saree Sakhiyaan

e November: a new lypmumbai.com, with every event and park on one map
@ 19 December 2026 — 6 February 2027: the 7th Festival at The Steps

everv @ Yoga For Your Parks, World Yoga Day in three parks, #ParkStories and #CitiesForPlay
\Iear e KulGureBay at Worli Koliwada - Wagathons with Rotary Club of Mumbai SoBo
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since 2018

#singfor
yourparks

A community choir, the LYPMumbai
Chorus, was founded in November 2018.
AfGer six weeks of rehearsals it gave two
free concerts in Bandra's parks.

The aim was simple: malke a public and joyful noise,
and grow a community that would speak up for
parks with us, and have fun doing it.

In 2026 Ghe choir came back. Children (8+) and adults
rehearsed for eight weeks, then sang for Gheir parks
at Pushpa Narsee Park, Juhu, on 15 March and at
Joggers' Park, Bandra \West, on 22 March.

OVE YOUR PARKS MUMBAI
NVITES YOU TO A COMMUNITY
HOIR SINGING WORKSHOP

MUSI]@@AN LYPMumba
CHANGE THE WORLD

RIEH E/ARISTAS
2TMARCH ‘26

WHEN: 11.15AM - 12:30PM i
HERE: SLIM FITNESS WHEEL STUDIO,

BANDRA (NEAR PETIT SCHOOL, OPP.THE i & \ D nle 4 LEH

EMALL CANDIES) ot P2A02 s s e e @

REE. LIMITED SEATS - ‘4 | =

RSVP: WWW.LYPMUMBAI.COM

LYPMUMBAI CHORUS AND FRIENDY
WWW.LYPMUMBALCOM |

HELLO@LYPMUMBAI.COM | @LYPMUMBAI

HOIR DIRECTOR
bETRA MISQUITA  RINTTRTINS

Public spaces work best when the community runs Ghem together and they
are kept busy with regular events. Every concert is also feedback to Ghe people

who run our parks.
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2019

shape Ghe future of
\/OUI open spaces

In August 2019 the BMC asked citizens

for ideas for a new open spaces policy. SHAPE THE FUTURE

LYPMumbai wrote a six-page draft policy and ran a

social media campaign so that followers could send 0F YU UR UPEN

Bheir own suggestions. The response was
overwhelming.

We were then invited to a meeting with Joint
Municipal Commissioner Ashutosh Salil and oGher
groups. One big result: local BMC parks would no
longer close in the afternoon. They would stay open
from 6 am 6o 10 pm, every day, with one parl in every
ward open around the clock.

VISIT WWW.LYPMUMBALCOM OR WWW.BOMBAYGREENWAY.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

inclusivity sustainabiliby

A park within a short wall, Parks that soal up floods,
open Go everyone, with handle waste and water
users involved in how it's well, and are protected and
run. funded.
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lkeep parks open
Sam-11pm

“Open spaces should welcome us all day, every
day."

The 2019 promise is not kept everywhere. Many parks still lock Gheir gates at
random Gimes, set their own rules and lack basics like drinking water and
Goilets. Wich Bombay Greenway, we asked the BMC for:

longer hours one ciby, one park rule

Parks, gardens and promenades open from 5 The same clear rules everywhere: no random
am 6o 11 pm, every dav,. bans on sitting on the grass or closing when
iG rains.

the basics

Drinking waber, clean toilets, access for
people with disabilities, and cycle Gracks
where possible.
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every December-February

fesbival at
the steps

St. Stephen's Steps in Bandra \West was To celebrate, Bombay Greenway, LYPMumbai and
once a narrow, negleobed staircase. L.ll:bleBlgCﬂ;\/ hgld the first FestGival at The Steps over
. . five weekends in December 2019 and January 2020:
Designed by Abraham John Architects . L
. music, art, games, open mic, film, dance and

Ghrough Bombay Greenway and built by storytelling.
Ghe MCGM H West ward, iG is now The , ,

0 e I6 has returned every winter with Steps Cultural
Steps, Bandra: Mumbai's first true 24x7 Foundation, Arts By The Bay, the MCGM and local
pedestrian square. ALMs. The 76h edition runs on eight Saturdays, 19

December 2026 - 6 February 2027.

stepsculturalfoundation.org
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ongoing

#yogafor
yourparks

Free yoga for all ages in Mumbai's public
parks and gardens, led by Geachers who
give their Gime.

From Lil' Yogis for children to sunrise sessions for
adults, yoga brings people into parks at the quietest
hours. On World Yoga Day, 21 June, we hold sessions in
three parks at once: Hanging Gardens, Patwardhan
Park and Van Vihar Garden, Eksar, Borivali \WesEt.
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2026

#citiesforplay

Is Mumbai safe, beautiful and play-
friendly? We asked the experts: children.

The Children's Audit of Play is a series of workshops
and an exhibition by children aged 8-12, showing how
they see Ghe city and where they can play.

In February 2026, with Bombay Greenway, Re-
imagine Your Ciby invited young city-makers to
draw and build the city they want, as part of 7The
Everyday Ciby exhibition, with a jury of artists and
educators.

“Children are a kind of indicator species.
If we can build a successful city for

children, we will have a successful city
for everyone.”

Enrique Penalosa

LYPMumbai 2018-2026

/' ART STATIO!

‘»; <.
%ﬂ'llding Dreams,

AN ART COMPETITION
FOR YOUNG CITY-MAKERS

WE STRONGLY BELIEVE CHILDREN &
YOUNGSTERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN MEANT
TO BE PART OF THE CITY CONVERSATION
Stay tuned for more info

@bombaygreenway!
¥

our partners
b . b

] - o il M ] i e
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coming next

New ways 6o bring neighbours together in Gheir parks, being worked on now.

#ArtInThePark

Open-air drawing, painting and making for all
ages, with local artists, and an Arts in the
Parks festival.

a cibywide parlk audit

Opening hours, toilets, water, access and rules,
checlked park by park.

#BooksInTheParlk

Reading circles, read-aloud mornings and book
swaps under the trees, building on the Read
Aloud Project and Stories Under the Tree.

#ParkStories

Park by park: why you should visit, what is
going wrong, and ideas o fix it.

mapping heritage
neighbourhoods

Walks and maps of the old neighbourhoods
around our parks, and placemaking workshops
with ALMs.

LYPMumbai 2018-2026
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oub in Ghe parks

CHILDREN'S DAY 4
FUN YOGA Lwlll.T$0G|5

Get outdoors, enjoy the sunset by the lake,
sing around the bonfire, BBQ, games,
nature trail and more!

TOGETHER &
SONG TALES

The globally acclaimed 'Music
Together' relaunches in Bandra
Priyanka Pandit & Karen
Dsouza will host a free music &
movement session for families
with young children.

BRING YOUR
Y0GA MATS AND
WATER T0 DRINk!

9am | Sunday
14 Nov 2021

PATWARDHAN PARK, BANDRA )7,
REGISTER ON WWW.LYPMUMBAI.COM REGISTER ON W\WW.LYPMUMBAICOM

Contact Annabelle for more more info and bookings +91 98200 45921

YOUR
PARKS
DAY ¥

FEBRUARY 2021

FEBRUARY 2021 V
— -~
Free Community Yoga Session

Featuring: Sabrina Merchant | @lilyogis_sabz Featuring: Lilya Sabatier | @lilyasabatier
Location: Joggers' Park, Bandra West Sananda Location: Guru Nanak Park, Bandra West

Mukho
Saturday 27th February 2021 | 4:30pm Ve Saturday 27th February 2021 | 8:00am

LIVE ON ZOOM

REGISTER ON WWW .LYPMUMBAI.COM

Free Community Yoga Session

Tlam | Sunday
4th April, 2021

JANUARY 2021 FEBRUARY 2021
N e—
Free Community Yoga Class Free Community Yoga Session - All Ages
Featuring: YogWithShakti Featuring: Smriti | @yogwithshakti
Location: Amarsons Park, Breach Candy Location: Joggers' Park, Bandra West

LAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH. LEARN MORE @LYPMUMBAI | WWW.LYPMUMBAL.COM

Saturday 30th January 2021 | 8 30am Saturday 27th February 2021 | 5:00 pm
€ vour u s s
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in Ghe news

2026

2026

2025

2024

2023

2020

2019

2019

2019

2019

2019

2019

Free Press Journal
Sing For Your Parks campaign returns, promoting music and open spaces

Citizen Matters

Music, play and community action help residents protect and celebrate Mumbai's parks

Free Press Journal
Campaign launched o make parks accessible from early morning to late night

Sustainable Cities
NatGure and community experiences not 6o miss in Mumbai

Paper Planes
8 parks in Mumbai where you can breathe fresh air, picked by Anca Florescu Abraham

The City at Eye Level Asia
Turning spaces into places in Mumbai

Mid-day
Bandra's stepping up

Times of India
Mumbai kids connect with nature and open spaces at this ciby event

Governance Now
A unigue project gives new life to a chaotic Mumbai fishing village

Verve
Love Your Parks Mumbai is creatively putting Mumbai's open spaces to good use

The Hindu
PhotGo exhibition urges authorities to focus on the big picture

Mid-day
Roping people from different walks of life inGo a choir

Homegrown
A multi-use public space in Bandra promotes community building with art workshops

Hindustan Times
Mumbai citizens take the Twitter route to throw light on neglected footpaths

LYPMumbai 2018-2026
All'links at lypmumbai.com/news.html - Also: Placemaler \Weelc ASEAN, Kuala Lumpur, 2019
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partner with us

LYPMumbai is free for everyone who comes o a park. Partners make that
possible, and help us grow from one-off events into steady care for Ghe ciby's
parks.

volunteer

CSR partners

Love Your Parks Association is registered for
CSR (Form CSR-1) and under section 12A of the
Income-Gax Act. Support a series or a projecet:

Help at events, on social media, with photos,
or run a Love Your Parks Day in your own park.

« avyear of Love Your Parks Days

Sing For Your Parks

Yoga For Your Parks
Children's Audit of Play
Art and Boolks in Ghe Park
the Mumbai Parks app

a cibywide park audit

Partnerships, programming and funding: hello@lypmumbai.com - +9198196 91971 - lypmumbai.com/csr

Ve

NEEL
ADHiKARi

TShfnL ety

BANDRA HERITAGE WALK WITH

G TN

TESTVAL eTig
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see \/ou
In Ghe park.

hello@lypmumbai.com

WwWw.lypmumbai.com - instagram @lypmumbai - +91 98196 91971

Love Your Parks Association

A not-for-profic company, registered November 2021

CIN U92413MH2021NPL372080

31Green Acre, Union Park Road No. 5, Khar West, Mumbai 400052

friends
Bombay Greenway - bombaygreenway.org
The Steps, Bandra - stepsculturalfoundation.org

Abraham John Architects - abrahamjohnarchitects.com

Report updated November 2026. Photographs: LYPMumbai and friends.



